viii                  INTRODUCTION
of sex, it has been shrouded in mystery, fiir-thered by the inhibitions of prudery, and patronized by the perverted instincts and debased passions that have thriven in the consequent benightment.
Only within the past few years there has been an epoch-making change, revolutionary in character, international in scope. The mantle of mystery has been ruthlessly torn away. The affectations of prudery have been exposed as a false and deluded state of mind, with results that are individually and socially destructive. The portals of truth have been opened, and the antisepticizing rays of light have been brought to bear on the age-old breeding grounds of disease and corruption.
Traditions that were hallowed by the centuries have been scrutinized and discarded within a few brief years. Time-honoured policies have been impartially reviewed and forthwith reversed. Fallacies that had grown into the social fabric and become a part of the national life have been exposed and their excision is a matter of course. Erroneous suppositions that had become bulwarked in the